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THIS TIME – GOD'S MAN
1 Samuel 16:1-13 (text);  1 Corinthians 1:18-31

As we read this story this morning, it is immediately obvious that everybody is on edge. God tells Samuel to go to Bethlehem and anoint a new king. “Oh I can’t do that Lord. If Saul hears I'm to do that, he’ll kill me!” Would Saul really attempt to kill Samuel? who had actually anointed him as king? Samuel, the old revered judge whom the people still loved and who still had some prestige as the president of the sons of the prophets (chapter 19, verse 20)? Well, perhaps Saul might. Imagine how a king might feel hearing that a new king was being anointed in his place just down the road. He could see it as an act of treason, couldn’t he? And don’t forget Herod, the king of the Jews a thousand years later. And it was this new king’s greater son born in Jerusalem that Herod was concerned about. He killed all the possibilities, missing only the certainty. And the journey from Ramah to Bethlehem would take Samuel right past Saul’s front door, after all. 

So the Lord replies that not only was he going to Bethlehem to anoint a new king; he was also going to lead the village in worship with a sacrifice. “So if Saul asks any questions, Samuel, just tell him that.” So Samuel sets off south to Bethlehem. 

It would indeed be a rash and bold step for Saul to lay hands on Samuel, for look how the city fathers of Bethlehem come shuffling out to meet him – all pigeon-toed and wringing their hands. He hasn’t even opened his mouth and we read that they are trembling. “Do you come in peace Samuel?” 

“Yes, yes I come in peace. As a matter of fact I come to make a sacrifice to the Lord, so go and clean up. Read the Passover Preparation Form. Clean out the leaven, as it were. Get your Sunday-best on and we’ll meet at the High Place at Jesse ben Obed’s place at noon.” 

We’ve made quite some progress really. Samuel begins the day very fretful but he’s got past Saul’s place alive and the Bethlehemites have had Samuel go through town and none of them are dead either. Mind you, their morning coffee is quite cold by now. “Bother you, Samuel, did you have to come right now? Oh well at least there’ll be a good roast meal around two in the afternoon.” 

People of God, we’re looking at the books of Samuel, remember, to try and find the answer to the question the book of Judges left us, when "there was no king in Israel and every man did what was right in his own eyes.” It is certainly true that Samuel brought revival and reformation to Israel and eventually left them with a king "after God’s own heart." For this king anointed today left Israel a united and strong kingdom, the Ark of the Covenant in the central shrine in Jerusalem where, way back in Deuteronomy twelve it was said that it should be, materials laid aside to build a magnificent temple, and a very wise and humble son to take over on his death. 

But it was not a smooth ride to get to that point. For at first the people demanded "a king like the nations round about" and God gave them Saul. He seemed to have everything you would want a king to have, and he began well, but he has proved to be a failure. So today we see that even though there was great danger, Samuel anoints the man God has provided as king (verse 1). And as God’s man he turns out to be a real Christ to Israel and it is his throne, the throne of David, that The Christ is now sitting upon at the right-hand of God in heaven. David is as central to the Old Testament and its history as are Abraham and Moses. He and his son Solomon made Israel as great as the Church ever became before Christ himself came. Israel under David and Solomon is a picture of the eternal kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ under the new heavens on the new earth. 

So what is God doing in our chapter this morning? God is raising up his own man after his own heart in response to his people's cries. And from this we ought to learn that if we want to see the cause of Christ revived on the earth in our day, it will likely be in the same manner. I want to say three things about that. If we want to see the cause of Christ and the Gospel and the kingdom of God raised up and blessed in the world, it will be as 

1.	GOD RAISES UP HIS OWN MAN – or his own men. 
“Ah come in Eliab,” says Samuel as he hears a knock on the door. I think Samuel must have done this bit in chambers, as judges do at times. He had first anointed Saul in private and this new king would have an old king breathing down his neck in all his fear and jealousy if the new king were anointed publicly. Maybe Samuel told Jesse what he was up to but I think you can be pretty sure he told nobody else. I realize verse thirteen says that “Samuel anointed him in the midst of his brothers,” but the phrase can equally as well be translated “from among his brothers.” 

“My, he’s a fine looking fellow,” says Samuel to Jesse behind his hand as Eliab walks in. "And you’ve seen fine, strapping, head-and-shoulders-above-everyone-else fellows before Samuel," says the Lord. "Some girl looking for a hunk would find him a very attractive husband indeed. But do not look at his appearance or the height of his stature because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart." And it would be a good idea, fellows and girls, if you would look past the hunk and the lovely face and form and look as much to the heart as possible. But this is a bit of a blow, Eliab being the oldest son and all. But perhaps even more perplexing is the question: since man can only look on the outward appearance, just how on earth is Samuel supposed to evaluate Jesse’s sons? 

“Abinadab,” yells Jesse as the door closes on Eliab’s back. But it’s not Abinadab either; and it’s not Shammah either; nor is it any of the other four. "Are you sure these seven are all the sons you’ve got Jesse?" Seven sons, all?! That would seem a fairly full quiver would it not? No need for Jesse to fear when his enemies meet him in the city gates with that lot behind him.   Jesse also had two daughters, Zeruiah & Abigail; 1 Chronicles 2:16. "Well, it’s all I’ve got to speak of,” says Jesse, “but actually no, there is another, just a boy; he’s out with the sheep." Can't you just hear the townspeople outside? "Blow old Jesse. That roast is either going to be burnt to a cinder or stone-cold by the time we get to it now." But there’s nothing for it. The judge says there will be no feast until whatever he’s looking for in Jesse’s boys in the parlour is done. 

I don’t know how long it took to fetch him but in the end he arrives, a mere slip of a lad. Pity he stinks of sheep and wool because he’s pretty good-looking in an unusual sort of a way. Well, have you ever seen a red-headed Jew? That’s like finding a brunette in Norway or a blonde in Bulgaria or Pakistan or something like that. But the Lord tells Samuel, “This is the one, anoint him.” And I suspect he slipped out the back way because now he smelt quite different indeed and someone might figure out that something out of the ordinary is going on. 

Israel needed a king. Israel needed a leader. The kingdom of God is always in need of leaders. And we sit down and we think: "What do we need? What kind of men are we looking for?" We would look for someone who is very intelligent, someone who presents himself well, someone who can speak well; and especially we would look for someone who is able to preach the Gospel and present the Reformed Faith in an attractive and winning and convincing way. 

And should we not look at those things? even though quite a few of the Old Testament prophets would not fit the bill. But the interesting thing is that the description we are given of David is that while we don’t know whether he is tall, as apparently Eliab was and certainly Saul was, he too was good-looking and handsome (verse 12). Our Church Order tells us that when we are looking for prospective ministers, for example, we should look for a man who is gifted including having the gift of public address and common sense. But it also says we should be looking for godliness, humility, modesty and discretion. And whatever other great gift a man might have he would certainly only be a danger in the Church if he doesn’t have godliness, humility, modesty and discretion. We should be looking for those things first. We should be asking questions like: Does he pray? Does he love the people of God? Does he love sinners? Has he shown that in his life up to now? 

God will at times give us what we want, as he gave Israel what they wanted. “Listen to their voice,” chapter eight, “and anoint them a king.” But hopefully Israel has learned its lesson, for now God says, “Since I have rejected Saul from being king of Israel, fill your horn with oil and go, and I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for myself among his sons.” And congregation, so it was with the Lord Jesus Christ, who was the real David. Isaiah fifty-three, verse two says the servant of the Lord who was to become our Saviour "grew up before the Lord like a tender shoot, like a root out of dry ground." He did not grow up in a conducive environment. Everything was not working for him to produce this great man who was to be the Saviour of the world. Isaiah continues, "He had no stately form or majesty that we should look upon him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to him. He was like one from whom men hide their face as a matter of fact, he was despised and we did not esteem him.” And certainly David’s brothers despised him. And it may be the same with us too. As we read in one Corinthians chapter one, "God has chosen the foolish things of the world…, the weak things of the world…, the base things of the world … and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not…." 

Even with all his wisdom and maturity and experience Samuel needed the guidance of the Lord, for Eliab was just another Saul, yet Samuel would have anointed him. In the final analysis God does not look on any outward appearance. “The Lord looks on the heart.” 

So, brothers and sisters, if we want to see the cause of Christ and the Gospel and the kingdom of God raised up and blessed in the world, it will be as the Lord raises up his own men. Secondly,

2.	IT WILL BE AS THE LORD RAISES UP MEN OF HIS OWN HEART 
That’s a very nice sounding phrase, David was "a man after God’s own heart." But what does it mean? What is a man after God's own heart? For in certain ways David turned out to be a pretty sinful king himself. He was a lousy father. He didn’t discipline his sons and that is why Adonijah rose up and sought to take the throne from him (1 Kings1:6). We can see similar traits in Absalom who did the same thing and nearly succeeded, and in Amnon. Then of course there is the adultery with Bathsheba, the worst of it being his lying and murdering of Bathsheba’s husband to try and cover it up. Then finally was his pride near the end of his life when he numbered Israel. But those other sins are personal sins – so far as the sins of a public man are personal. But this latter one, numbering the people of Israel, was a public sin, it was self-aggrandisement; it approached, therefore, the sort of sins Saul was guilty of, the sins of "a king like the nations around about." That is true, but in that respect David was well behind Saul and it wasn’t until the end of his life that he committed such a sin. 

So then, what is a man after God's own heart? Well for one thing, he will not be, as Paul warns us, "a novice in the faith." And as young as David was he was not a novice in the faith. No doubt he was very green in the affairs of men and the affairs of the nation but he knew his God and he’d proved his God. When he fronted up to king Saul in the incident of David and Goliath, he said, “Look, king, your servant was tending his father’s sheep and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb from the flock I went out after him and attacked him and rescued it from his mouth and when he rose up against me I seized him by his beard and struck him and killed him. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them since he has taunted the armies of the living God.” See, he had a concern for God’s honour. "And David said, The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me also from the hand of this Philistine." He had proved God and he knew his God. 

For another thing, he had proved himself to his God. “When a lion or a bear came and took a lamb from the flock I went out after him and attacked him.” One lamb! David was prepared to endanger his life for one lamb. That’s the definition of a king. A king is the shepherd of his people. And Jesus tells us about the good shepherd that he lays down his life for his sheep. And in the parable he told about the true shepherd, he would even go out searching at night for one lost sheep. That’s the primary definition of an elder. Peter tells us, “Shepherd the flock of God among you.” The word is pastor, from pasture. It means to herd, to tend, to lead to pasture, to provide the spiritual food for. 

David wasn’t perfect but God found in David’s heart a love of a shepherd for the flock. And God says in Ezekiel thirty-four, long after David is dead, "I will set over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will feed them himself and he will be their shepherd and I the Lord will be their God and my servant David will be prince among them." David is dead. The David in Ezekiel’s prophecy is the Lord Jesus Christ. “God made him a prince,” Peter said to the Jews after Pentecost. He is sitting on the throne of his forefather David. He is also the true shepherd of his people. “I am the good shepherd,” says Jesus, “who lays down his life for the sheep.” Peter reminds us that "We were continually straying like sheep but now you have returned to the shepherd and bishop of your souls," Jesus Christ. 

And we, brothers, called to the offices of pastor, elder, deacon, are to be like him and so far as we are, "when the chief shepherd appears, we shall receive an unfading crown of glory" (1 Peter 5:4). 

That is how David differed fundamentally from Saul. That is why David was "a man after God’s own heart" which Saul, although he began well even in that respect, eventually – rather, very quickly – was not. 

Congregation, if we want to see the cause of Christ and the Gospel and the cause of the kingdom of God and the Church raised up on this earth, and I trust we do, it will be as God raises up his own men. And his own men defined primarily by spiritual qualifications, however beneficial an attractive personality, a great education, a good intellect and a winsome way with words might be. And it will be by men after God’s own heart who will have a love for his people. And surely, if "love overcomes a multitude of sins," it overcomes a multitude of deficiencies in gift as well. 

Thirdly, 

3.	GOD WILL RAISE UP MEN OF HIS OWN HEART IN RESPONSE TO THE MOURNING OF HIS PEOPLE 
Samuel was very upset when the people asked for a king. Why? Because he had served so faithfully and brought a good long period of stability that he felt personally rejected? Maybe; because God had to encourage him not to take it personally. “They’re actually rejecting me, Samuel, more than you.” But now he is still upset, and upset that God has rejected Saul! “How long will you grieve over Saul, Samuel, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel?” Was it personal still because he had now invested so much of himself in Saul? Because he had such high hopes for Saul? 

The best of us are a bundle of mixed motives at the best of times but Samuel’s grief was not personal, not in a narrow sense, not by now. A good many years have gone by now and Saul has well and truly shown himself to be out of fellowship with God. Samuel may well have entertained high hopes for Saul’s kingship and that he would be good for Israel. Samuel’s real grief was for Israel, for Samuel was certainly a man after God’s own heart. Samuel himself was a true shepherd. We can be sure that this is what Samuel’s grief really was because it’s a pattern we see throughout Scripture.   Davis also notes, from Klein in his Word Biblical Commentary on 1 Samuel, that anointing implies a contractual, covenantal arrangement. God obligates himself to the king. Saul's rejection is therefore a very serious business. Hence Samuel's mourning.
#	“Moses, go to Egypt for the cries of my people have come to my ears.” 
#	After the exile in Babylon, “Cyrus I have appointed you to build me a house of worship in Jerusalem. Send Zerubbabel and anyone else who wants to go with him to Judea to rebuild my temple.” And that was in response to the "prayers and supplications with fasting and sackcloth and ashes" of Daniel over Israel’s sins in which he personally had no part. “Oh Lord hear, oh Lord forgive,” he prayed, “Oh Lord listen and take action. For your own sake oh my God, do not delay because your city and your people are called by your name” (Daniel 9:3, 19). You see, there’s a concern for the Lord’s honour. 
#	And when Jesus is born, the greatest revival to the cause of the kingdom of God ever in the world, we read about “righteous and devout Simeon, looking for the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25). You look for consolation when you are in despair and when you are grieving. There was also Anna of the tribe of Asher, remember, “who never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.” 

Could it be, congregation, that the Lord does not appear to be working greatly in our day because we do not love the cause of the Gospel, because we do not love the Church enough, to weep over her terribly sad and devastated condition, because we do not love the cause of the kingdom enough? What, with the laws being passed in this country over the last twenty years and especially recently, the Civil Union and Relationships Bills about to be bulldozed through the House before Christmas, certainly the cause of the kingdom of God is at a very low ebb. And the cause of the Gospel and the Church herself is in a very bad way. Has the Church very often in her history been so deserving of scorn as she makes herself often today? With the Gospel and the Gospel’s morality denied by her own ministers in her own pulpits? Would it not be true that "the Lord’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles" because of the circus that so much of the Church has become? To some she is simply a laughing-stock. 

We read in Psalm119:136, David said, “My eyes shed streams of water because they do not keep your law.” Do we ever weep before the Lord, people of God, because of the flagrant and defiant law-breaking we see around us? when we even have events organized to celebrate how liberated we are? and our present and immediate past prime-ministers have attended those events to join in that celebration, a celebration of trampling God’s righteousness under foot in the public streets?! 

Surely it is time for us to weep. And who knows, people of God, if the Lord would not hear us? I know the Lord has his plan and he is working it out in history and "he does all things according to the purpose of his own will" (Ephesians 1:11). But what is also according to his will is that we "love the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind and strength;" and that therefore we grieve and pray, “Hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done;” and that when his name and his law and his truth is blasphemed and downtrodden, we weep like David wept. And when we can weep "because they do not keep God’s law" then we may pray as Daniel prayed, and as David prayed a little earlier in Ps.119, “It is time for you to act Lord for they have broken your law.” 

We may then expect that, as in the time of Moses, as in the time of the Exile, as in the time of Roman oppression, as in the time of Samuel and Saul, the Lord will hear and act and move among us by his Holy Spirit and give success to the Gospel in our own hearts and in the hearts of our children; and give success to the Gospel in the hearts of men and women around about and bring men and women and boys and girls streaming into the Church as we sing in that lovely hymn that is based on Isaiah 2; 

Behold the mountain of the Lord in latter days shall rise.
On mountain tops above the hills, and draw the wond'ring eyes.

To this the joyful nations round, all tribes and tongues, shall flow;
Up to the hill of God, they'll say, and to his house we'll go.

Wouldn't it be great to see that prophecy being fulfilled far more greatly than it is right now? to see people streaming to the Church to find God and to find salvation?

People of God, the cause of the kingdom of God will be advanced and will grow when the Lord raises up his own men, when he raises up men after his own heart. And we may expect that he may do that when we are so grieved by the sin and apostasy and blasphemy around us, and perhaps in our own hearts also, that our eyes shed streams of water over it before him in prayer. Let us so pray. 
Amen.
John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 28th November, 2004

